
 My mother-in-law worked as a planned giving advisor for our denomination.  Years ago, she asked a 
question that stuck with.  We were discussing retirement, savings, etc., when she said, “Shane, what legacy do you 
want to leave?”   

I got confused, since the question seemed rather morbid.  I responded, “Like, when I die…?!”   
She said, “Yep.  You’re young; you don’t think about that much, I know.  But if you want to leave a legacy, 

start planning when you’ve hopefully got more time.”  She had a point.  I didn’t have an answer, though.  So she 
said, “Tell me when you do.  Until then, boost your savings!”  Yes ma’am. 

Honestly, I’m still searching for a good answer.  Since then, of course, several things have changed my 
priorities.  I married her daughter (wahoo!), meaning that accomplishing Tabitha’s dreams are essential to any 
legacy I hope to leave.  I’ve got a son (wahoo!), meaning the impact he makes will contribute to whatever I leave 
behind.  I give more to church and charitable causes now.  The jury’s still out on which of those will emerge as a 
“main focus,” though I think about it occasionally.   Because we’re all called to be stewards of the one precious life 
God gave. 

Well, in recent weeks, that question about legacy bubbled back up.  No, I’m not sick.  It’s a joyful thing, 
actually.  In February, our church paid off its mortgage.  We have had our debts forgiven us.  Wahoo! 

People tell me that’s been a looong time in coming.  FCC’s current building was erected in 1989, after we 
moved from downtown.  Apparently, there hasn’t been a day since that our church has been debt free.  Sure, we 
built the youth and family wing early 2000s, rolling construction costs into our mortgage.  So this debt hasn’t been 
simply paying for the past.  Even still, the total amount of donated funds that have paid for our facilities reaches 
into 7 digits.  To owe nothing more, therefore, is a glorious breath of freedom. 

Or, to use my earlier term, it’s a wonderful legacy of generations of faithful FCCers, some still around, some 
dearly departed.  In big ways, small ways, whichever ways, numerous folk decided that investing in our ministry 
was critical to what they wanted to leave behind.  What a gift!  It’s rare to feel part of a project that’s endured for 
decades, then see it come to fruition.  In case you haven’t heard it enough yet, Thank You to all who made this 
happen. 

On May 13th, we’re planning a Celebration of Ministry Festival.  Mark your calendars, invite your friends, 
bring kids.  It’ll be a blast!  We’ll have games and family activities.  We’ll tell stories and show photos/videos of 
people whose memories sanctify our halls.  We’ll officially “burn the mortgage,” then roast s’mores on its coals!  

And we’ll pray for our future.  After all, people didn’t contribute to the Capital Fund year after year because 
they’re enamored with our hallway carpet.  Rather, they provided opportunity for folk to worship God, minister to 
this city, help God’s Kingdom come on earth. 

That’s the legacy we’re stewards of.  The journey isn’t complete, obviously.  For instance, around $50,000 in 
pledges remain outstanding for our 2015-2018 Capital Campaign.  Please keep giving, if you’re able.  With the 
mortgage paid off, we’ll channel those funds to renovate the ButtHouse out back.  It needs plumbing, electricity, 
insulation etc. in order to safely host youth ministries, outreach projects, visiting groups.  We’ll communicate exact 
figures soon, though we’re confident we can achieve that basic goal with uncollected pledges.   

The point is, we’re at a clearing in our journey, a crossroads in the woods, not the final destination.  Which 
you surely know.  This month, Christians worldwide celebrate Lent, a time of prayer, confession and renewal.  We 
do this believing that God’s never done with our spiritual development, that God’s Spirit always has new insights to 
learn, new tasks to perform, new hope to receive and share.  Same for FCC.  We’re recipients of an incredible legacy, 
gifted by faithful Disciples and the Savior who inspired them.  How will you help care for that, add to it, and leave 
even more for those still to come? 
 

 
Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Shane 
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First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Montgomery, Alabama exists to  

demonstrate and proclaim God’s joyful, unconditional love and to provide an  

inclusive environment of spiritual growth and nurturing for God’s children. 



I watched a news clip the other day about a school 

in Montana whose founder insisted that before the 

children begin their day of studies, they dance 

together. From second grade on, they begin their 

day square dancing. They have to partner with 

someone new each day, and can only return to the 

first partner after they've danced with everyone 

else in the school.  

 

The theory is that partnering folks together in 

dance gives them a happy way to meet and share 

time with people with whom they may not 

otherwise even have a conversation. Rich, poor, 

varying ages and cultures—no matter how 

different you are, you begin the day with a smile 

and twirl.  

 

What an awesome, wonderful idea. 

 

When they don't dance, or sometimes after they 

dance, they sing.  

 

More than a generation has gone through this 

school, so children can go home and sing with 

their parents the same songs their parents learned.  

 

In March, for the season of Lent, we'll be singing a 

lot of Celtic music—beautiful melodies that lend 

themselves to singing; rhythms that lend 

themselves to twirling and stepping.  

 

So grab a partner and do-si-do in the sanctuary. 

Or maybe just Pass the Peace, but with a little 

more kick in your step. Begin your day dancing 

and see how it makes your heart dance, as well. 

Dancing with God. What a wonderful mind-

picture that makes. 

 

Here's to new steps,  

Su Ofe, 

Director of Music 
 

 Bible Study: Disciples Women will meet at the 

home of Jane Shutz on Monday, March 13 at  

6:00 p.m. for  bible study and a m eal.   

We will get to know Mary Magdalene from Chapter 

7 of our book “Strong Was Her Faith” by J. 

Ellsworth Kalas. 

Mary Magdalene: When Love is Greater than Faith. 

Why was Mary Magdalene the first to see Jesus? 

She has been called “the apostle to the 

apostles”.  Come and learn more! 

A signup sheet will be at the front desk in the Great 

Hall so we know how many for dinner. 

  

Bobbie Morris  

 Disciples Women 

We will have Ash Wednesday worship in the 

sanctuary on March 1st, beginning around 6pm 

after the regular 5:30 p.m. meal wraps 

up.  Whether you attend dinner or not, join us 

for this unique, intergenerational service, at 

which we'll worship both together and by 

ourselves, moving around prayer stations of 

ashes, icons, mandalas, candles, communion and 

more... 

“Men Following Jesus” 

When: March 17-18, 2017 

Where: YMCA-Hargis Retreat,  

Chelsea, Alabama  

Cost: $80/person 

 ($70 if received before March 3) 

Guest Leader:  

Rev. Clint Coffey  

More information and registration forms at the 

Information Desk.  



It is almost that time again for us to host Family Promise, a 

ministry for homeless families who are in transition and 

trying to get back on their feet. FCC partners with several 

other churches in Montgomery, and twice a year we offer 

our facility to be "home" to these families for one week.  

 Our week is coming up: March 26 through April 2.   

 It takes lots of planning and many volunteers to 

handle this ministry and we need your help!  Most of you 

are already familiar with the program, but if you are not 

and would like to learn more please feel free to call me 

at 334-220-9060 or email me 

at kcolson9601@gmail.com.  I will also be happy to offer a 

quick training session (no more than 30 minutes) if needed 

prior to this week.  I can meet with you as a group or 

individually as needed.  The following volunteer 

opportunities are available:  

Dinner Hosts each night: deliver  a m eal for  the 

families to the church by 6:00 p.m. each day.  You do not 

have to stay with them unless you would like to.   It is 

helpful for a couple of people to work together on the 

dinner so that it is not so much on one person or family.  

Evening Host: Be at the church from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. Sunday through Friday and from 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. on Saturday. The families may need help with their 

children (homework, entertaining, etc.).  If not, you may 

visit with them or you can just bring a book and enjoy some 

quiet time.   

Overnight Host: Simply stay overnight at the 

church.  Come to church by 8:30 p.m. and leave at 7:00 

a.m. during the week. Arrive at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday and 

leave at 8:00 a.m. on Sunday.  The families leave first thing 

in the morning for work, school and/or the Family Promise 

day center.  Bring your pillow and blankets.  We have a 

single bed at the church or a blow up mattress if preferred. 

Set up on Sunday, March 26 follow ing 10:00 a.m .  

worship service. 

Take down on Sunday, April 2 at 8:00a.m . (have 

the children's Sunday school area ready for Sunday school 

at 9:00 a.m.). 

Help washing linens when the week is over. (You will take 

them home after church on Sunday, April 2) 

Help with unlocking the church by 5:30 p.m. each day 

(only need someone for Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday and Saturday at 5:00 p.m.). 

Thanks so much for considering how you might be able to 

help.  A sign-up sheet is already posted on the board at the 

information desk or feel free to call me or send me an email 

and I will get you signed up. 

 

Kelly Colson  

Family Promise 

Upcoming Wednesday Nights During Lent 

In the Book of Numbers, Chapter 35, God directs that Cities of 

Refuge be established in the Promised Land by the Children of 

Israel as a place of sanctuary for those who have inadvertently 

caused a death, until a trial can be held to determine if that person 

is indeed responsible for that death and is deserving of punishment.  

Only after this directive is established by God, does God go on in 

the rest of the chapter to outline the punishment for malice murder.  

I think that it is particularly telling that the provision for mercy 

comes before the provision for punishment in this scripture.  

Inspired by this, during the Lenten season, we will be visited by 

various guest speakers in an effort to help us determine if there is, 

indeed, any room for mercy in the modern criminal justice system, 

particularly that which is in place in Alabama.  

March 8th:  We will be visiting with a resident of the Renascence 

Halfway House here in Montgomery who will be sharing with us an 

honest picture of what it is like to be incarcerated in the Alabama 

prison system.  WARNING:  This presentation may include 

shocking and/or graphic content.  We will not begin this 

presentation until the Youth and Children have left for their own 

activities.  

March 15th:  We will be joined by representatives from the 

Alabama Post Conviction Relief Project who will share with us 

information about their organization’s efforts to provide 

competent, well trained legal counsel to Alabama Death Row 

inmates during their appeals process. 

March 22nd:  We will be viewing and discussing a 30-minute film, 

provided to us by the Equal Justice Initiative that was made by an 

Irish documentary film crew, entitled “Black Death in Dixie”.  The 

film’s primary focus is three death penalty cases here in Alabama.  

Interestingly, the film and its accompanying discussion guide, have 

been used in Irish secondary schools’ English Literature classes to 

accompany their reading of the novel “To Kill a Mockingbird.” 

March 29th:  This week, we will be encouraging you to get 

involved.  We will be visited by Deborah Neal from Aid to Inmate 

Mothers who will be educating us about their volunteer Mentoring 

program.  We have heard in the past about their other worthy 

efforts, including a program called Pack-a-Purse, which Mara 

Donovan will also speak to us about on behalf of our Women’s Bible 

Study group.  Tabitha Isner will also take some time to inform us 

about the activities of Faith in Action Alabama and after all the 

presentations are concluded, Gerri Johnson will be available to help 

you research contact information for your State and National 

Legislators so that you can make your opinions heard. 

April 5th:  The Executive Director of Renascence, a halfway house 

here in Montgomery for recently paroled and released inmates, will 

visit with us to inform us of his organization’s efforts to help their 

residents reintegrate into society by utilizing such things as life-

coaching classes, enhancing resident’s job interview skills, and 

helping them with navigating new and unfamiliar technologies.  

Each presentation will be approximately 30 minutes long, 

followed by a 15 minute question period. 

Please join us, and feel free to invite your friends, as we 

engage in this very informative exploration of the 

Alabama criminal justice system. 

On Wednesday, April 12th, during Holy Week, supper will 
not be served and there will be no program.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

We are so excited to announce that the FCC Disciple's Women Group has decided to take on a project to help our Aid To 

Inmates Mission and we need your help. On the Information Desk you will find the details for our Pack-A-Purse project. Did 

you know that when inmates leave prison they have the clothes on their backs and maybe $10.00 in their pocket. That's it!!! 

Well they need our help. So we plan to collect lots of items (see below), pack them in "big" purses so they can be handed out on 

that day that the women walk out of prison. 

 

We will put bins out in the great hall and ask for your help with donations. We plan to collect every quarter and then pack 

everything up and get the purses to the Mission Director, and then start over again the next quarter. What a great way to share 

"when you gave to the least of these, you gave to me," as Jesus reminded us. Thank you in advance for your FCC generosity,  

as always. 

 

If you have any questions or want to help in any way please see  

Paula Combs, Janie Schutz, or Mara Donovan 

 

List of Items  

Comb/Brush, Toothpaste, 

Toothbrush, Deodorant, 

Lotions, Feminine Products, 

Shampoo, Conditioner, 

Hair Accessories, Bras, 

Panties, Socks, 

Panty Hose, Gift Cards (Walgreens/CVS), 

Gift Cards, (Target/Walmart), Make-Up, 

Movie Tickets, Restaurant card, 

Monetary donations, PJs. 


